INES WRIWAY 2... 


From 1892 — 1908 the Astoria Public Library was quartered on the first 
floor of the Irving Club at the northwest corner of what is now 11th 
and Duane. 


From 1908 — 1937 its home was the second floor of the old City Hall, 
now the USO Club. 


From 1937 — 1957 the street floor of the Elks Club at 11th and Exchange 
has been its home. 


From 1957 — where will your library be? 


HOW WE SPENT OUR MONEY IN 1955 - 56: 


Salaries  -..- pra eee et; 3, 2. $16828.00 
Books, periodical Pindined bees, | aad a bi ge a 3564.00 
Operating costs . 14 0 eed, Sed ST ae ee ee 2792.00 
@Capialioutlay? S205 5) eer 9 Se 8 en) tae 516.00 

TOTAL $23700.00 


GAINS AND LOSSES 


We gained in registration: 1954-55 1955-56 
New borrowers registered 602 1299 
Total number of borrowers 6395 6511 


We added about 1000 books by purchase and gift. 


Our total book stock on June 30, 1956 was about 35,000 volumes. Many 
of these are old and worn and should be withdrawn. 


We withdrew 600 books from circulation. 


We circulated about 44,000 books, approximately one fourth of these 
to children. 


Nearly 6000 reference questions were asked; we hope we provided 
satisfactory answers. 


We lost a good many county borrowers. Many did not feel able to pay 
the annual fee of $3.00 even though this is a family fee and would pro- 
vide library service for all members of a family. 


Total number of county borrowers: only 149 compared with 307 in 
1954-55. 


OUR BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 1956 - 1957: 


Salaries s. “oe hese Ge ee Pe eee ee SOG OD 
Books, periodicals; binding 2.) tee ee 3600.00 
Operating costs .... SE Nee Ta ee, ae eee 2943.00 
Equipment Seale Bree Meanie Weer Mere 4d on Atal mes = 590.00 
$24000.00 

Addition: Fene sot budseted 22. == a gar ee eee 500.00 
(LOR AT $24500.00 


Our present budget represents a per capita rate of $1.98, based on the 1950 
census population figure for Astoria of 12,331, and only $1.75 per 
capita if based on the estimated 1956 figure of 14,000, by the Oregon 
State Board of Health. 


According to a study made by the American Library Association, per capita 
costs of library service in the U. S., at 1956 cost levels, ranged from 
$2.60 to $3.41. In 1956 a typical city or county of 100,000 people 
needed $3.00 per capita to achieve minimum standards of service. 
Smaller places needed a substantially higher rate 


In Astoria a per capita rate of $3.00, ora budget of $36,993.00, would go 
far in pulling our library out of its sub-standard position and allow it to 
approach the minimum standards for library service, as indicated in 
the American Library Association survey. 


PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1957 - 58: 


Sglaricgman ar eee eee ee eee are Le «$977 09,00 
BOOKS mpc odicalss Mics meat aenee See as Ma 3800.00 
Operating costs Sm te ee ee Ea ae ee 4350.00 
Equipment Wisse Aes CN Ss PTE hee | NR 700.00 

LORAL 29958.00 


Or a per capita rate of $2.13. 


The Astoria Public Library throughout its existence of 65 years has been 
struggling to give good service with very inadequate means. Over these 
years it has meant a great deal to thousands of people. It has done its 
very best. 


Now, in 1957, should not some way be found to support it more adequately ? 
We urge our friends and well-wishers to consider what might be done. 
The Library’s share of the tax levy provides only about half of its pre- 
sent income; the balance comes largely from the emergency fund. This 
is not good business, and even with this help from the emergency fund 
our per capita rate of support is far below what is needed to provide the 
kind of library service we ought to have in a city the size of Astoria. 


A building of our own is our urgent need. The Elks Club, as you can see 
from page one of this report, has been the generous donor of our present 
quarters for 20 years! That is a long time. The Elks now need the en- 
tire building for their own purposes. 


Money was given long ago to build a library building as a memorial to the 
veterans of Clatsop County. The Couty Court has agreed to accept title 
to such a building if it is built, and to allow the city of Astoria to oper- 
ate a library in it. 


Can we not go forward with this memorial NOW ? 


These are the problems. We are sure there is a solution to each of them: 
the problem of more adequate support in the interest of better service, 
and the problem of a home of our own to which we can point with 
pride. 


Orchids to our host of friends for gifts of time, money, books, periodicals, 


publicity, broadcasts, story hours, flowers and flower arrangements, art 
work, exhibits, equipment, a home in which to do business, and much 


good will: 


Mrs. John Acton 

Astoria Garden Club 

Astoria Police Department 

Astorian- Budget 

Auto Mechanics Local, 1179 

Baha’i Group 

Miss Louise Bolton 

Boom-men and Rafters Local 

Mrs. Robert Booth 

Carpenters Local, 780 

Catholic Daughters of America 

Central Labor Council 

Central Labor Council Auxiliary 

City Officials 

Mrs. Charles Clark 

Columbia Lodge, Machinists, 26 

Council of Women 
of Organized Labor 

Miss C. Maud Crouter 

Elks Club 

Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. Fowler 

Dr. and Mrs. Vernon E. Fowler 

Mrs. Walter Fransen 

Friday Music Club 

Mr. A. C. Fulton 

Mrs. George Garrett 

Grace Episcopal Church, 
Women’s Auxiliary 

Rev. Paul Heideman 

Mr. August Hildebrand 

Home Extension Women 

Inland Boatmen’s Union 

International Boilermakers 
Lodge, 612 


Mrs. Arne Jarvi 

Jay-C-ettes 

Mr. and Mrs. Iver Johnson 

KAST 

KVAS 

Dr. L. M. Kahl 

Mr. Rolf Klep 

Mrs. E. C. Kling 

Mr. Ephraim Koljonen 

League of Women Voters 

Arthur D. Little, Inc., 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Mr. Eli McConkey 

Mr. H. McSwain 

Mrs. Fred W. Morrison 

Pacific Art Guild 

Pile Drivers Local, 2419 

Public Schools 

Mr. Edward Riippa 

Mr. August R. Robinson 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Scott 

Shipwrights Local, 2084 

Miss Helvi Silver 

Star of the Sea School 

United Packing House 
Workers Local 


Mr. Uuno Uunila 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary, 371 

Weighers, Warehousemen and 
Cereal Workers, 18 

Women of the Moose 

Mrs. Maud Wanker 


To all these and many others, including Mr. and Mrs. Anonymous, Thanks. 


HOURS OF OPENING 

12 noon to 9:00 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Saturday 
Closed Wednesday and Sunday 
Story hour for pre-school children Wednesday 3:00 
p-m. during school year, Mrs. Charles Clark, story 
teller. 
Other hours by appointment for library visits, meet- 
ings, etc. 

You are invited to use your library. Library cards are free 
to residents and/or taxpayers of the city of Astoria. 


Non-residents are charged an annual fee of $3.00 for 
a family card. Transients pay a $2.00 deposit. 


LIBRARY STAFF 


MarRJORIE Z. WRIGHT, Librarian 
MaBEL LENsRUD, Cataloger 
MARGARET SORENSON, Clerk 
EpitH STULLER, Clerk 

DONNA SYVANEN, Clerk 

Jupy Larson, Page 

MitGa Parks, Page 

AINA MAE SCHENK, Page 


LIBRARY BOARD 


CAPTAIN E, A. QUINN, Chairman 
Dr. E. W. Harvey 

Mrs, HENRY LONBERG 

ANTHONY A, NAIMo 

Mrs. Harry R. SwANsoN, Secretary 


